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"a union, not merely written upon the barren pages of the
Statute Book, but engraved on the living hearts of two free,
generous and friendly Nations."

REAPING WAR

All the portents seemed to be pointing to that happy consum-
mation of a century's efforts. In England Mr. Benn, as Secre-
tary of State for India continued on the lines laid down by the
Irwin-Gandhi Pact and endeavoured to convene without delay
the adjourned Round Table Conference, so that its business
might speedily be terminated by a Treaty and an Indian
Constitution, approved of by all. But the stars in their courses
seemed to fight against it. The one propitious moment having
been missed six months earlier, nothing seemed to come right
now. In August 1930 the Congress could have come in "on
the ground floor," so to speak, of the Round Table Conference,
and would certainly have been allotted half the total number of
delegates from British India. At that time the Congress in-
transigents held out for better terms, with the result that the
Round Table Conference began without them and that amongst
the 57 members to represent British India (out of a grand total
of 89) there was nobody to voice the great mass of Indian
Nationalists, organized in the Indian National Congress.
Six months later, when the Congress leaders allowed second
thoughts to prevail, they found themselves at the great tactical
disadvantage of having to meet a Round Table Conference,
which had come into existence without them, and of having
to build upon foundations laid by others. These foundations
in fact were sectarian, not national: the "57 varieties" had,
with very few exceptions, been selected mainly with a view to

3 I quote from the Proceedings of the Visit of Lord Ripon and Mr.
Morley to Dvbtin and published there in 1888.